
M O D U L E  4 :  

E X P L O R I N G  T H E  W O R L D  O F
E X T E R N A L  S C H O L A R S H I P S

This module designed to empower students like you with
the knowledge and skills to secure financial aid for your
academic journey. As you explore the world of external

scholarships, you’ll discover endless opportunities
provided by organizations beyond universities and

colleges, which can significantly contribute to funding your
education.



The various types of external scholarships available to Canadian
students.
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In this module, we will delve into:
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Tips for finding and applying for external scholarships that align with
your goals.2

Strategies for managing multiple scholarship applications with ease.3

To wrap up the module,  we have an engaging
act iv i ty where you’ l l  put your newfound
knowledge into pract ice to draft  an appl icat ion
for at  least one external  scholarship.

By the end of this module,  you’ l l  be able to
confidently navigate the landscape of external
scholarships.  So,  let ’s  dive in!
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Introduction to External Scholarships Available 
for Canadian Students

Before we dive into external scholarships, let’s first clarify the difference between
internal and external scholarships. Internal scholarships are offered directly by
universities and colleges to their students. These awards are typically based on
academic merit, extracurricular activities, or other achievements. They may also target
specific groups, such as students from certain geographical areas or students pursuing
particular fields of study. External scholarships, on the other hand, are provided by
organizations outside of the educational institution. 

These opportunities are open to students from multiple schools and may even be
available to students across the country. External scholarships can be an excellent way
to supplement your financial aid package from your university or college.

1
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Now that you have a better
understanding of external
scholarships available to

Canadian students, it’s time
to start researching and

applying for opportunities
that align with your unique

skills, experiences, and
passions. Remember, every

bit of financial aid helps, and
by diligently searching for
and applying to external

scholarships, you’ll be one
step closer to achieving your

academic goals without
breaking the bank.

Types of External Scholarships

Federal and Provincial Government Scholarships:
Both the federal and provincial governments in
Canada offer various scholarships and grants to
support students in their educational pursuits.
These scholarships are often based on factors such
as academic achievement, financial need, or field of
study.

Corporations and Businesses: Many companies offer
scholarships to support students in their quest for
higher education. These scholarships may be aimed at
students pursuing studies in fields related to the
company’s industry or to children of employees.

Non-profit Organizations and Foundations:
Numerous non-profit organizations and
foundations provide scholarships to students
based on different criteria, such as community
involvement, leadership, or personal background.
These scholarships may also target specific
groups, like underrepresented minorities or
students with disabilities.

1.

2.

3.

There are various types of external scholarships available to Canadian students. Let’s
explore some of the most common sources:

Professional Associations and Industry Groups:
Professional associations and industry groups often
offer scholarships to students pursuing studies in
their respective fields. These scholarships can help
you establish connections within your future
profession while also providing financial support.

4.
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Online scholarship databases: Websites like ScholarshipsCanada.com, Yconic,
and ScholarTree offer extensive databases of scholarship opportunities.
Conduct regular searches and create profiles on these sites to receive
notifications about relevant scholarships.

Tips on Finding and Applying for External
Scholarships that Align with Your Goals2

Finding the right external scholarships to match your unique skills, passions, and
goals is a key part of your financial aid pursuit. Here are some tips to help you find
and apply for scholarships that align with your objectives:

School guidance office: Your high school or college guidance office can be an
invaluable resource for discovering scholarship opportunities. They may have
information about local awards and can often provide personalized
recommendations based on your profile.

Local libraries: Libraries often maintain lists of local and regional scholarships.
Speak with a librarian or browse their online resources to uncover potential
opportunities in your area.

Community organizations: Many local organizations, such as non-profits, clubs,
and businesses, offer scholarships to students from their community. Attend
community events, join local clubs, and network with community leaders to
learn about these opportunities.

Utilizing various resources to search for external scholarships: Don’t
limit yourself to just one source when searching for scholarships. Explore
multiple avenues to find a variety of opportunities:

1
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Tips on Finding and Applying for External
Scholarships that Align with Your Goals2

Highlight relevant achievements: Emphasize your accomplishments and
experiences that directly relate to the scholarship‘s criteria, such as academic
success, leadership roles, or community involvement.

Address the scholarship‘s goals: Many scholarships have specific objectives,
such as supporting students from underrepresented communities or promoting
a particular field of study. Make sure to demonstrate how your personal goals
align with those of the scholarship.

Write a targeted essay: If an essay is required, tailor your response to the
specific prompt and objectives of the scholarship. Showcase your unique
qualities, passion, and commitment to the scholarship‘s goals.

Before applying for a scholarship, carefully review the eligibility
requirements and evaluate whether your personal qualifications
align with the scholarship‘s criteria. This will help you focus your
energy on applying for scholarships with the highest likelihood of
success.

2

Tailoring your application materials to each specific scholarship:
Customizing your application materials for each scholarship will
significantly increase your chances of being awarded the 
scholarship. Here are a few ways to tailor your application:

3

By utilizing various resources, evaluating each opportunity, and tailoring
your application materials, you will increase your chances of finding and
securing external scholarships that align with your academic and
personal goals.
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Developing a system for organizing application materials and tracking
progress: Having a system in place for organizing your application materials will
save you time and reduce stress. Create folders (either physical or digital) for
each scholarship, and store all relevant documents, drafts, and correspondence
in their respective folders. You can also use a spreadsheet or project
management tool to track your progress on each application, making note of
completed tasks and pending items. 

Strategies for Managing Multiple
Scholarship Applications with Ease3

Juggling multiple scholarship applications is no easy task, but with a few strategic
approaches, you can manage your applications efficiently and effectively. 
Here are some strategies to help you streamline the process:

Developing a system for organizing application materials and tracking
progress: While it’s essential to tailor your application materials to each specific
scholarship, you can still save time by reusing and adapting certain components.
For example, you might have a base essay that you can modify to fit different
prompts or a general reference letter that can be tailored to various scholarships.
Be sure to carefully review and revise these components to ensure they align
with the unique goals and criteria of each scholarship. 
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

1 Research and select a scholarship: Using the tips provided in this module,
search for external scholarships using various resources such as online
databases, school guidance offices, local libraries, and community
organizations. Identify at least one scholarship that aligns with your goals and
for which you meet the eligibility requirements.
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

2 Review the scholarship criteria and requirements: Carefully review the
scholarship’s criteria, objectives, and application requirements. Make note
of important deadlines, required documents, and any specific essay prompts
or questions. 
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

3 Gather and organize your application materials: Create a folder (either
physical or digital) for the scholarship and gather all necessary documents,
such as transcripts, resumes, and reference letters. If the scholarship requires
an essay or personal statement, brainstorm ideas and create an outline that
addresses the prompt and showcases your unique qualities.
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

4 Tailor your application: Customize your application materials to address the
specific criteria and goals of the scholarship. Highlight relevant
achievements, experiences, and interests that demonstrate your alignment
with the scholarship’s objectives.
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

5 Request targeted reference letters: If the scholarship requires reference
letters, ask individuals who can speak to your relevant qualifications and
achievements. Provide them with information about the scholarship’s criteria
and goals to help them write a strong, targeted letter of recommendation.
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ACTIVITY: DRAFT AN APPLICATION FOR
AT LEAST ONE EXTERNAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Now that you’ve learned about the different types of external scholarships and
strategies for managing multiple applications, it’s time to put your knowledge into

practice. In this activity, you’ll draft an application for at least one external scholarship
that aligns with your academic and personal goals.

6 Review and revise your application materials: Proofread and edit your
application materials for clarity, grammar, and spelling. Ensure that your
materials are tailored to the specific scholarship and effectively showcase
your unique qualities and alignment with the scholarship’s goals.
By completing this activity, you’ll gain valuable experience in researching,
selecting, and applying for external scholarships, thus, increasing your
chances of funding your post-secondary education. 



FILL IN THE CHECKLIST SPACES BELOW WITH 
EVERYDAY TASKS YOU CAN COMPLETE.
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