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BECOMING A SCHOLARSHIP
DETECTIVE

This module is designed to equip you with the skills and
strategies necessary to uncover and pursue scholarship
opportunities that align with your unique profile. As you
embark on this journey, you'll learn how to decode
eligibility requirements, organize, and prioritize scholarship
options, and stay motivated throughout your search.



MODULE 2: BECOMING A
SCHOLARSHIP DETECTIVE

In this module, we will explore:

* Decoding Eligibility Requirements and Matching Them to Your Unique
Profile

e Strategies for Organizing and Prioritizing Scholarship Opportunities

* Tips on Staying Motivated and Focused During Your Search

To reinforce the concepts and
techniques covered in this module, we
have prepared an engaging activity in
which you will compile a list of
scholarships tailored to your profile.

By the end of this module, you'll be ready to uncover and seize the financial
aid opportunities that fit your academic and personal goals.
Ready to become a master scholarship detective? Let's dive in!
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Decoding Eligibility Requirements and
Matching Them to Your Unique Profile

This essential part of the course is designed to help you better understand the
various eligibility criteria for different scholarships and learn how to find those
that align with your unique strengths, interests, and backgrounds. As you begin
this journey, it's important to remember that each scholarship opportunity has

its unique set of requirements and criteria.

By carefully examining these requirements and matching them with your
profile, you will increase your chances of success when applying for
scholarships. In this section, we will provide you with the tools and knowledge
necessary to make informed decisions on which opportunities are best suited
for you.

STEP 1 KNOW YOUR SCHOLARSHIP TYPES

There are several types of scholarships out there, each catering to different strengths
and needs. Familiarize yourself with these main categories:

e Merit-based Scholarships: Awarded based on academic achievements or other
exceptional talents (like music or art).

Need-based Scholarships: Given to students with demonstrated financial need.
Athletic Scholarships: For students who excel in sports.

Subject-specific Scholarships: Designed for students pursuing specific fields of
study or career paths.
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Decoding Eligibility Requirements and
Matching Them to Your Unique Profile

STEP 2 DECODE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Decoding scholarship requirements is a crucial step in the process of finding and
applying for scholarships. By understanding the eligibility criteria, you can focus your
efforts on scholarships that best match your unique profile. Here's how you can
decode scholarship requirements:

a Read the scholarship description carefully:

Pay close attention to the details provided in the scholarship description.
This will give you a clear understanding of the scholarship’'s purpose, target
audience, and eligibility criteria.

e Identify key eligibility requirements:

Scholarship requirements can vary significantly, but some common factors
include:

e Academic performance (GPA, test scores)

* Financial need

e Field of study or major

e Citizenship or residency status

e Extracurricular activities or community involvement

* Personal characteristics (e.g., leadership skills, ethnicity, gender)

Make a list of these requirements to help you determine if you are a suitable
candidate for the scholarship.

c Analyze essay prompts or personal statement topics

Many scholarships require an essay or personal statement as part of the
application. Carefully read the prompts or topics and evaluate whether you
have relevant experiences or ideas to address them effectively.
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Decoding Eligibility Requirements and
Matching Them to Your Unique Profile

e Check the application deadline

Take note of the scholarship's application deadline to ensure you have
enough time to prepare and submit all required materials. Prioritize
scholarships with approaching deadlines and create a timeline to stay
organized.

e Review the application materials

Make a list of all required materials for each scholarship, such as:

Transcripts

Letters of recommendation
Test scores

Financial need documentation
Essays or personal statements
Resumes or CVs

This will help you stay organized and ensure you submit a complete
application.
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STEP 3 recocnize YOUR SUPERPOWERS

Time to take a good look at what makes you stand out from the crowd! Identify your
personal strengths and qualifications by considering:

Make a list of all required materials for each scholarship, such as:

e Academic achievements (grades, awards, honours)

Extracurricular activities (clubs, organizations, hobbies)

Community involvement (volunteer work, local projects)

Leadership experience (team captain, club president, event organizer)
Unique talents or skills (language fluency, musical abilities, coding
expertise)

STEP4 MATCH YOUR STRENGTHS TO SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS

With your strengths now identified, it's time to seek out scholarships that perfectly
complement your incredible attributes. Keep an eye out for these common eligibility
requirements when researching scholarships:

Make a list of all required materials for each scholarship, such as:

e Citizenship or residency requirements (some scholarships may be
exclusive to certain regions or countries)
Field of study or academic program (ensure the scholarship supports
your chosen major or career path)
Grade point average (GPA) or test scores (compare with your own
academic performance)
Essay or personal statement topics (prepare to showcase your writing
skills and share your story)
Letters of recommendation (identify teachers, coaches, or mentors who
can vouch for your awesomeness)
Financial need documentation (for need-based scholarships, be ready to
provide proof of your financial situation)

And that's it! By understanding different scholarship types, recognizing your unique
strengths, and matching them to scholarship requirements, you're on the right track
to secure financial support for your academic pursuits. Remember, applying for
scholarships takes time and effort, so stay organized and don't be afraid to ask for
help from teachers, or counsellors.
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Strategies for Organizing and Prioritizing  gesse

Scholarship Opportunities

Mastering the art of time management and putting in the right efforts can truly make
a difference in your results. With countless scholarship opportunities out there, it's
easy to feel swamped when deciding which ones to go after. In this section, we'll dive
into tried-and-tested strategies that will help you fine-tune
your search process and zero in on those opportunities worth chasing.

Step 1: Build Your Ultimate Scholarship Tracker

Choose a method that works best for you to keep track of all your
scholarship info:

* Spreadsheet or database software: (e.g., Microsoft Excel, Google Sheets) Create
a custom spreadsheet with columns for scholarship name, deadline,
requirements, award amount, application status, and any other relevant details.
Here's a suggested layout for your spreadsheet:

O Scholarship Name: List the name of each scholarship opportunity.

O Organization/Foundation: Note the organization or foundation offering the
scholarship.

O Website/URL: Include the website or URL where you can find more information
and apply for the scholarship.

O Amount: Write down the monetary value of the scholarship.

O Eligibility Criteria: Summarize the main eligibility requirements for each
scholarship.

O Application Deadline: Record the deadline for submitting your application.

O Required Materials: List all the necessary materials for the application, such as
essays, recommendation letters, transcripts, etc.

O Application Status: Keep track of your application progress (e.g., not started, in
progress, submitted, awaiting results).

O Results Date: If available, note the date when the scholarship recipients will be
announced.

O Notes: Add any additional notes or reminders related to the scholarship.
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Strategies for Organizing and Prioritizing g
Scholarship Opportunities

Once you've set up your spreadsheet using this framework, you can easily track
your scholarship applications and stay organized throughout the process.

* Online tools and apps: (e.g., Trello, Evernote) Use these digital platforms to
create boards or notebooks for each scholarship, complete with checklists, due
dates, and attachments.

Remember, consistency is key - update your tracker regularly to stay on top of
your scholarship game!

e Craft Your Scholarship Application Timeline: Now that you've got your
scholarships organized and prioritized, it's time to develop a timeline for
completing applications and submitting the required materials. Break down
each application into smaller tasks (e.g., writing an essay, requesting letters of
recommendation) and set deadlines for each step. This will help you stay
focused, manage your time effectively, and ensure that nothing falls through
the cracks.
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Tips on Staying Motivated

and Focused During Your Search

Here are some tips to help you stay motivated and focused
during your scholarship search:

Establish a clear vision: Define your
educational and career goals and visualize
yourself achieving them. This will give you a
sense of purpose and direction as you

search for scholarships.

Break it down: Tackle your scholarship
search in smaller, manageable tasks.
Breaking down the process into bite-sized
steps can make it feel less overwhelming

and keep you moving forward.

Stay informed: Subscribe to newsletters,
join social media groups, or follow blogs
related to scholarship opportunities.
Staying up to date on the latest information
With these tips in will keep you motivated and engaged in
vour toolbox. your search.

vou're ready to Network with others: Connect with fellow

conquer your students, teachers, and counsellors for

scholarship search support, advice, and encouragement.

with confidence, Sharing your experiences and learning from

motivation, and others can provide valuable insights and

focus. keep you inspired.
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ACTIVITY: COMPILE A LIST OF

SCHOLARSHIPS TAILORED TO YOU

Using the knowledge and skills acquired in this module, compile a list of scholarships
that align with your unique profile and academic goals:

guidance office, online scholarship databases, university websites, and

1 Research scholarship opportunities using various resources (e.g., school
local organizations).

WWW.DSEDUCATIONGROUP.COM PAGE 9



ACTIVITY: COMPILE A LIST OF
SCHOLARSHIPS TAILORED TO YOU

Create a tracking system (spreadsheet, database, or online tool) to
organize the scholarships identified during the research process.
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ACTIVITY: COMPILE A LIST OF

SCHOLARSHIPS TAILORED TO YOU

b

Evaluate each scholarship opportunity based on the eligibility
requirements and personal qualifications. Identify scholarships that
are the best match for the student’s unique profile.
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ACTIVITY: COMPILE A LIST OF

SCHOLARSHIPS TAILORED TO YOU

amounts. Develop a timeline for completing applications and submitting

:I Prioritize the scholarships by deadlines, eligibility, and potential award
required materials.
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ACTIVITY: COMPILE A LIST OF

SCHOLARSHIPS TAILORED TO YOU

Share the compiled list and tracking system with a peer, family member,
or school counsellor for feedback and additional suggestions.

By the end of this activity, you will have a personalized list of scholarship opportunities
tailored to your unique profile and a clear plan for applying to these scholarships.

WWW.DSEDUCATIONGROUP.COM PAGE 13



WORRBOOR

CHECKLIST

FILLIN THE CHECKLIST SPACES BELOW WITH
EVERYDAY TASKS YOU CAN COMPLETE.




